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Ryoma Echizen, the Prince of Tennis, has just enrolled at Seishun Academy after spending several

years in America winning four consecutive US Junior Tournaments. His cool confidence soon sees

him put in the team for the city tournament, even though the rules say he is too young to play.
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Volume 10 opens with Ryoma being conned into taking over his dad's tennis lessons (he's probably

too busy looking at porn). Suprisingly, his tutorees end up being Sakuno and her friend. In a strange

twist of fate, an errant ball by Sakuno leads to her getting bullied by the Ginka Jr. High tennis team.

Ginka happens to be Seishun's next opponent in the upcoming City Tournament Semifinals. And

Ryoma decides to take them on by himself. All 30 members! We also meet a new character named

Jin, a Yamabuki Junior High tennis player who has a slight psychopathic streak. He starts kicking

and punching anybody that tells him what to do. Instead of a chip on his shoulder, he appears to

have a mountain! His new target of hostilty seems to be Ryoma Echizen. As the semifinals

approach, Captain Tezuka decides to prep everyone by having intrasquad matches. First up is

Ryoma vs. Shusuke.I have to say that even though he's not a common pompadour sporting street

thug, he is quite tough when he wants to be. He's not afraid to stand up against 30 guys if it means

protecting Sakuno. He also doesn't back down from confrontation with Jin, who appears to strike the

fear of god into all those that cross him. It's just really cool seeing Ryoma being brave even if he is a



little dude.I also wanted to comment on the genius of Takeshi Konomi's character designs. As you

can tell from the cover of this volume, Konomi is not afraid to show off his team in a shojoesque,

maybe even faintly yaoish way. It says on the splash page that while the Prince of Tennis was

originally intended to be a comic for boys, it attracted legions of female fans. And it's easy to see

why. The main cast would not look out of place, with some minor modifications, in the pages of

Fruits Basket. And that's what makes Konomi so smart.
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